
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Speech and language therapy advice 

Talking 
Year three and four aged child 
(seven to nine years old) 

Things your child is starting to 
do 
Your child can: 

• Say long, complex sentences using joining 
words to link ideas, e.g. “I liked our trip, even 

though it was tiring because the museum 
was so interesting”. 

• Use language to retell experiences in the 
right order or explain how to do things using 

correct grammar most of the time, such as 
how to play a game. 

• Use language to justify what he has said, 
solve problems and clarify 
thinking/ideas/feelings. 

• Learn and use new subject specific words 
quickly and easily. 

• Make up complicated stories that have lots 

of information about the characters and 

what has happened including descriptive 
words, e.g. enormous, scrawny and suddenly, 

without adult support. 
 

Developing your child's 
talking skills 
Top tips for adults’ communication style: 

• Give your child plenty of time to think and talk, 
without answering for them or finishing their 
sentences. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

• Give your child support when needed, for 
example, prompting with the first word, 
encouraging to re-order ideas, modelling 
sentences with joining words, e.g. “We’re 
going to the shops before we go to Grandma’s”. 

 

Top tips for the environment (school or 
home): 

• Provide opportunities for your child to talk 

without interruption, ask questions, comment 

on questions, practise new vocabulary and talk 
individually or in a small group rather than in 

the whole class. 

• Display new words on a vocabulary board in the 
classroom using pictures, photos and objects. 
Show your child how to find out word meanings, 

e.g. using a dictionary and clues around the 

room. 

 

Activities to try: 

• Encourage your child to check their own 
sentences. Did they include a verb? Did they use 

any connectives? Have they used describing 

words? 
• Ask your child to explain a simple sequence to 

you, such as making a sandwich. Follow their 

instructions even if they miss out a step or 
muddles the order. 

• When your child is reading, e.g. books, 

magazines, comics and street signs and is 
unsure of the meaning of a word, help them to 

look it up in a dictionary and talk about the 
word with them. 

 

What can I do next? 
If you still have concerns having tried the 

ideas above, you may find it useful to 

discuss your concerns with your school 
SENCo or if you are unsure and would like 

further advice, then you can call the Virgin 
Care SPA on 0300 247 0090 and ask to 

speak to a speech and language 

therapist. 
 

 
www.virgincare.co.uk 

 
 

http://www.virgincare.co.uk/


 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 


